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Abstract. Since the 1970s, China’s diplomatic philosophy has been continuously evol)
ving and updating, forging a diplomatic path with distinct Chinese characteristics.
China has friends all over the world, and its circle of influence has expanded. Particu)
larly after the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, China’s dip)
lomatic philosophy has increasingly resonated with the themes of the era, responding
to the demands of the times and injecting vitality into global development. China has
always adhered to a correct view of righteousness and interests, considering the legiti)
mate demands of other countries while pursuing its own development. Following the
principle of common development, China strives to foster a new type of international
relations characterized by mutual respect, fairness and justice, and win)win cooperati)
on. It is vigorously advancing the Belt and Road initiative, aligning with the era’s trend
of “peace, development, cooperation, and win)win outcomes,” and has become a key
project in shaping a new type of international relations centered on win)win cooperati)
on and in building a community with a shared future for mankind. This reflects the
grand vision of China’s new leadership team and demonstrates the sense of responsibi)
lity that China, as an emerging major power, should have, representing a “bold and
wise” approach to expanding and developing global opportunities.
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Practicing win)win cooperation today faces many challenges, and the trend of de)globa)
lization has made win)win cooperation increasingly elusive. The world is now in a peri)
od of rapid development in science, information, capital, and technology, and econo)
mic globalization has become the direction of the times. Since the 18th century, the two
Industrial Revolutions have facilitated unprecedented development in international di)
vision of labor and trade. The massive flow of goods and capital has laid a solid material
foundation for the arrival of the era of economic globalization. Although wars and colo)
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nial plundering brought many adverse consequences, they also accelerated the pace of
globalization. The post)World War II technological revolution enabled capital, techno)
logy, and information to flow even more quickly on a global scale, once again significan)
tly speeding up the globalization process. With the arrival of the 5G era, the specialized
flow of knowledge, information, technology, and many other fields has surged once
more, and the tide of globalization has become unstoppable.

However, the trend of de)globalization, represented by the UK and the US, is
continuously growing. These countries, which originally reaped the most benefits from
economic globalization, have begun to follow a path of de)globalization. In June 2016,
the UK initiated the Brexit process. The series of chain reactions triggered by the
'European debt crisis' continuously affected the process of European integration. In
January 2020, the UK officially ended its 47)year membership in the European Union,
which caused considerable discontent among European countries. Essentially, Brexit
was a real action by a traditional developed country seeking short)term benefits and also
a way to avoid member state responsibilities and obligations, inevitably causing a
significant impact on its international status and influence. In 2017, just five days after
taking office, U.S. President Trump ordered the construction of the U.S.)Mexico
border wall and subsequently maliciously initiated a trade war with China while erecting
tariff barriers. From 2017 onwards, the United States entered a phase of withdrawing
from international organizations, and in just four years, it withdrew from more than a
dozen international organizations [Xi Jinping, 2019, p. 4—6].

Protectionism and anti)globalization trends harm the interests of all countries, add
many uncertainties to the world economy, and hinder the process of globalization.
These are unwelcome actions. Whether it is Brexit in the UK or the United States
implementing 'wall)building' measures in various areas, they cannot stop the trend of
globalization. In response to unilateralism, protectionism, and other anti)globalization
behaviors, China adheres to the principles of extensive consultation, joint contribution,
and shared benefits, and has proposed the 'Belt and Road' initiative to effectively address
the current anti)globalization situation in the world. However, it must also be
acknowledged that the trend of anti)globalization brings many uncertainties to the
practice of the new era’s diplomacy philosophy of win)win cooperation [Xi Jinping,
2017, p.3—5].

The global trust crisis poses a challenge to win)win cooperation. As China rapidly
rises and develops, major powers and neighboring countries inevitably harbor strategic
doubts and concerns about China. To earn the trust of the international community in
this new historical period, it is necessary to address other countries’ concerns about
China’s continued development and growing strength. These concerns mainly focus on
three aspects, the first being military concerns. Since the reform and opening)up,
China’s economic strength has gradually increased, and its military strength has
significantly improved accordingly. Through four large)scale military reforms, the
Chinese military has seen substantial improvements in organizational structure,
weaponry, and overall combat capability. From the perspective of traditional security
threats, the strengthening of China’s military power is certainly a reason why some other
countries feel concerned and doubtful about China.
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Economic concerns also exist. Over the past more than forty years, China has
accumulated substantial material wealth. Its GDP ranking rose from 11th in 1979 to 2nd
in 2019, moving from a low)income country to a middle)income country. The
purchasing power of the renminbi and its share in international trade settlements have
both been greatly strengthened. China’s goods trade volume is the largest in the world,
and its foreign exchange reserves are also the highest in the world. China’s economy has
maintained a relatively high growth rate, which has caused other countries to view China
with suspicion, and some countries see China as a competitor, fearing that they might be
at a disadvantage. In recent years, the speed of China’s technological advancement has
accelerated significantly, causing unease. Technology is the primary productive force; as
China’s economic strength continues to grow, its technological level has also
significantly improved. China has broken the long)standing monopoly that Western
countries held in many fields. In numerous industries, including manned spaceflight,
artificial satellites, weapons development, biopharmaceuticals, communication
technology, and artificial intelligence, China has reached world)leading levels.
Technology is at the core of the competition for national power in the future. As China’s
technology continues to develop, it competes with other countries on an equal footing.
Transforming unhealthy competition into a positive cycle has become an indispensable
part of building trust among countries. Eliminating doubts to enhance trust is key to
resolving the international trust crisis and serves as the foundation for seeking
cooperation and moving toward the future.

Some Western countries have fallen short in fulfilling their responsibilities and
obligations as major powers, which has negatively affected win)win cooperation. Certain
developed countries, led by the United States, have shown a passive attitude in
shouldering international responsibilities and obligations, challenging the diplomatic
concept of win)win cooperation in the new era. In June 2013, President Xi Jinping of
China and President Obama of the United States held the 'Mansion Meeting' and
summarized China)U.S. relations with three phrases: 'no conflict, no confrontation,'
'mutual respect,' and 'win)win cooperation.' China has consistently worked to promote
the positive development of the China)U.S. relationship. During the Obama
administration, the U.S. largely acknowledged this characterization of China)U.S.
relations and expressed willingness to work with China to shape a new type of
major)country relationship. However, after several years, due to a change in the U.S.
presidency, China)U.S. relations fell into a low point and continued to develop in a
negative direction. In 2018, the Trump administration launched a trade war against
China, bringing China)U.S. economic and trade frictions to a peak. The intensity of the
trade war had a significant impact on China)U.S. relations, ushering the two countries
into an unprecedented stage of trade friction. Since the establishment of diplomatic
relations, China and the U.S. have had significant differences on many core issues, yet
communication and cooperation have never ceased. Today, China’s strength in various
fields continues to improve, which is also one of the reasons the United States launched
a trade war against China [Zhang Yunling, 2017, p.11—103].

Nonetheless, China has consistently adhered to peaceful development and a steady
political stance of rising peacefully, continuously making new contributions to global
stability and development. After the U.S. initiated the trade war, it went against
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globalization, embraced trade protectionism, unilateralism, and Cold War thinking,
creating numerous challenges for global governance and world stability, and greatly
challenging the diplomatic concept of win)win cooperation advocated by China. Since
the Trump administration came to power, the U.S. has withdrawn from many
international organizations. As the world’s top economy, the U.S. owes nearly $1.1
billion in dues to the United Nations, becoming the top 'arrears holder,' causing
financial difficulties and funding shortages for the UN. The underlying intention is to
use these dues as a 'political tool' to make the UN act according to U.S. policies, which
shows that the United States adheres to a development concept contrary to win)win
cooperation. In recent years, as a superpower, the U.S. has often taken a passive stance
in many international affairs. For matters, organizations, agreements, and treaties that
benefit other countries but not the U.S., it tends to undermine and suppress them,
evading its own responsibilities and obligations. This situation has posed a severe test to
China’s proposed concept of win)win diplomacy. Since the Trump administration came
to power, the U.S. has withdrawn from many international organizations and, as the
world’s largest economy, owed nearly $1.1 billion in UN dues, becoming the UN’s top
'arrears holder.' This caused financial difficulties and funding shortages for the UN, with
the political purpose of using these dues as a tool to compel the UN to follow U.S.
policies. This clearly demonstrates that the U.S. runs counter to the concept of
developing win)win cooperation [Xi Jinping, 2013].

The path for practicing the concept of win)win cooperation diplomacy in the new
era lies in adhering to the path of peaceful development. Since ancient times, the
Chinese people have been a peace)loving nation. Influenced by the long course of
Chinese history and traditional culture, the Chinese people have developed a strong
tradition of valuing and respecting peace. Looking at the history of wars worldwide,
China has never initiated aggressive wars, yet it has been repeatedly affected by
invasions. Even so, China has never indulged in vengeance or resentment. Through
countless wars, the Chinese people have increasingly recognized the preciousness of
peace and have held an extreme longing for it. This is inevitably connected with China’s
fine traditional culture. 'The most precious thing in life is finding a soulmate; all within
the four seas are brothers.' This charitable and benevolent cultural gene has been
integrated into the blood of every Chinese person. Throughout history, the Chinese
national character has not included exclusion or hatred. The qualities of being helpful
and kind to others are the foundation for the Chinese people’s enduring love for peace
and the commitment to defending it [Wang Fan, 2016].

Adhering to the path of peaceful development reflects the will of the Party, the will
of the nation, and the will of the people. As a peace)loving political party, the
Communist Party of China possesses and carries forward the genes of peaceful
coexistence. It bears the significant responsibility for the well)being, happiness, and
harmonious stability of hundreds of millions of people, and undertakes the historic
mission of realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation—the China Dream.
The Communist Party of China has always adhered to the path of peaceful
development. Since the 1980s, under the leadership of Deng Xiaoping, the Party’s
Central Committee has observed the global trend of increasing peaceful factors. After
the 16th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, the reports of each Party
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Congress have consistently maintained the strategic choice of pursuing a path of
peaceful development, and on this basis, they have continuously been enriched and
improved. The Communist Party of China has gone through armed struggle to reach
where it is today and understands deeply that peace is extremely precious, having fought
to secure peace and stability. Today, adhering to the path of peaceful development has
become the belief of successive leadership cores of the Communist Party of China.
Regardless of how times change, China’s determination to follow the path of peaceful
development will never waver.

Since the 1970s, China has adhered to the diplomatic principle of 'peaceful
coexistence.' At the beginning of the founding of the country, China proposed the 'Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence' and the concept of non)alignment at the Bandung
Conference. During the period of reform and opening)up, China implemented
large)scale disarmament measures and established the strategic direction of 'peaceful
rise.' In dealing with international affairs, China advocates using peaceful means and
methods to resolve regional issues, thereby promoting stability in the region. China
shares numerous common interests with many countries around the world in terms of
peace and development, and both sides are unwilling to give up on the option of peace.
Currently, China occupies a key position in the promotion of global peace, continuously
providing new ideas and methods to support the world’s peace and prosperity.
Cooperation and mutual benefit require a peaceful and stable international
environment. The theme of peaceful development has become a consensus among
countries; however, there are still 'blind spots' for peace in today’s world. Local unrest
and regional conflicts pose challenges to peaceful development. Deep)rooted
contradictions such as major power competition and ideological confrontation still
threaten the path toward peace, development, cooperation, and shared prosperity. Fully
understanding and defending peaceful development as a feature of our era is a consensus
shared by successive Chinese leadership and the majority of countries worldwide.
Therefore, defending peaceful development requires global cooperation and cannot
involve mutual exclusion or actions that undermine the hard)won achievements of
peace and development.

China shapes a community with a shared future for mankind based on the principle
of win)win cooperation, which represents an update and development of the principle of
national equality. For a long time, under the international relations of 'you are in me, I
am in you,' the connections between human destinies have reached an unprecedented
level. However, in the global governance system, discourse system, and political
landscape, inequalities between countries still exist. Political slogans such as 'mutual
respect, sovereign equality' are gradually losing their effectiveness in improving the
current inequalities in the international community. The world urgently needs a new
voice to reshape 'equality of sovereignty, equality of rules, and equality of discourse
power.' In recent years, China has repeatedly advocated for countries to work together
to build a community with a shared future for mankind, representing a new direction for
the principle of international equality [Xi Jinping, 2017].

Establishing a new type of major)country relations centered on win)win
cooperation, China, after entering a new era, has reviewed its diplomatic experience
over the past 70 years and proposed an overall plan and goals for shaping a new

45

Research on the Challenges and Practical Approaches of the New Era’s Win1Win Cooperation...



international relationship focused on win)win cooperation. This includes creating a new
type of major)country relationship with the United States, comprehensively
strengthening the China)Russia strategic partnership, developing and expanding
China)Europe cooperation, promoting a China)Japan strategic mutually beneficial
relationship, leading by example to form a coordinated and stable framework of
major)country relations, and building a global network of partnerships. This paves a new
path for international interactions and national relations characterized by 'dialogue
instead of confrontation, partnership instead of alliance'.

Major powers have always been leaders in world development and world peace.
Whether the relationships between major powers are stable directly affects the tangible
interests of countries around the globe. Therefore, properly managing the challenges in
relations between major powers is not only something that each major power must
address, but also a matter of global concern. However, with the gradual acceleration of
globalization, the intertwined interests among major powers have become increasingly
complex. Competition in various fields such as economics, politics, and culture has also
intensified. How to respond to and regulate this competitive landscape will become a
key issue in the future course of world development. China has achieved significant
development through long)term efforts and has entered the ranks of major powers in
many fields. Safeguarding and promoting relations among major powers has become an
important part of China’s pursuit of better development in the new era. Standing at a
new historical starting point, China has proposed the creation of a new type of major
power relationship centered on win)win cooperation, adding new momentum to
collaboration and cooperation among major powers.

Sino)Russian relations can be regarded as a model of a new type of major power
relations. During the Cold War, there were rifts between China and the Soviet Union.
However, with the dissolution of the Soviet Union, China and Russia immediately
established diplomatic relations and effectively resolved historical issues. They engaged
in productive communication on border issues and other matters, minimizing the
likelihood of disputes between the two countries. This has been one of the key factors for
the continuous improvement and stabilization of Sino)Russian relations. In 1996, both
sides upgraded their partnership from a general partnership to a strategic cooperative
partnership. In diplomatic terms, this reflects the many common interests and political
compatibility between China and Russia. The enhancement of relations at that time was
of great significance to both parties, indicating a more optimistic outlook for
Sino)Russian relations in the new century and marking the first comprehensive
strengthening of the partnership between the two countries.

Beneficial to the common development of neighboring countries, China’s
diplomatic relations with its neighbors have always been a key focus in China’s foreign
interactions. As the saying goes, 'Distant relatives are not as helpful as nearby neighbors.'
Whether neighboring relations are stable and reliable is closely linked to China’s growth
in various fields and its security environment, holding crucial strategic significance for
China and even for the whole of Asia. Asia’s economic aggregate accounts for one)third
of the world’s total, making it the most promising and dynamic region today. Asia’s
development is closely connected with global progress and is also one of the main drivers
of the world’s economic recovery and growth. China’s position and role in Asia are
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irreplaceable by any major power. The ties and friendship between China and Asian
countries run deep. Therefore, properly managing and resolving issues in its neighboring
relations is a very critical part of China’s diplomatic work.

Through long)term efforts, China has established a relatively complete framework
for diplomacy with neighboring countries. Its achievements are reflected in various areas
such as economic cooperation, political trust, cultural exchange, and security system
development in the Asia)Pacific region. China has consistently worked to strengthen
cooperative relationships with neighboring countries and regions, defend regional
sovereignty, and protect regional interests, firmly pursuing a path of peaceful
development. It has promoted the concept of an 'Asian Community of Shared Destiny'
and the Belt and Road Initiative, helping countries in Asia and along the route achieve
leapfrog development. The establishment of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
and the continued progress of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization have advanced
regional economic and security cooperation toward a mutually beneficial and open
landscape, energizing the creation of a new pattern of economic and security integration
in Asia. Cooperation organizations such as APEC, the Beibu Gulf Economic
Cooperation Organization, ASEAN, and the Boao Forum for Asia provide a broad
platform for regional exchanges and cooperation, building a space for active and
comprehensive dialogue and consultation among Asian countries.

The Belt and Road Initiative promotes the process of cooperation and mutual
benefit. This initiative embodies the global concepts of “peace, development,
cooperation, and mutual benefit,” serving as a key project for creating a new type of
international relations and shaping a community with a shared future for mankind. It
reflects the grand vision of the new leadership team of the Communist Party of China
and demonstrates the sense of historical responsibility that China, as an emerging major
country, should possess. It represents a major strategy and wisdom for expanding the
space for global development. In the process of establishing the Belt and Road, political
mutual trust, economic integration, and cultural inclusiveness are enhanced,
continuously optimizing cooperation in these areas according to the 'five connectivity'
plan: policy communication, infrastructure interconnection, unimpeded trade, financial
integration, and people)to)people bonds. Among the 'five connectivities,' policy
communication occupies a leading position and is of critical importance to advancing
the Belt and Road. It forms the foundation for international cooperation among
countries, an important part of deepening political mutual trust and mutual
understanding, and a prerequisite and guarantee for practical cooperation. The principle
of 'consultation' clearly reflects the openness and interactivity involved in the creation of
the Belt and Road. It is the result of joint discussions and collective wisdom of multiple
countries, rather than an autocratic or feudal)style approach. In May 2017, China held
the Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation for the first time. This meeting
attracted global attention, with representatives from more than 140 countries and 8
international organizations participating to plan major initiatives, actively contributing
ideas on advancing the Belt and Road. The forum achieved numerous results, reached a
broad consensus, achieved the goal of 'one connectivity driving the other four,' and
enhanced political mutual trust, setting an example for international multilateral
cooperation. Infrastructure interconnection is a pioneering area in the creation of the
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Belt and Road, focusing on infrastructure building and the alignment of technical
standards, marking a critical stage in economic integration and development. It also
generates positive effects on political mutual trust. As a pioneering area for projects,
infrastructure interconnection tightly links China with countries along the route,
helping to strengthen multilateral cooperation and political trust. It serves as a practical
application of policy communication and an initial evaluation of earlier exchanges and
negotiation results. On the surface, most achievements in infrastructure interconnection
are economic in nature, but from a cooperation perspective, it functions as a 'testing
ground' for mutual trust, producing corresponding benefits.

The article takes an international perspective to discuss the challenges faced by the
concept of win)win diplomacy in the new era and the ways to implement it. It highlights
the necessity of exploring this concept, which updates the outdated logic of national
relations of 'your loss is my gain' and 'either)or,' breaks the constraints of opposition
between nation)states and ideologies, and transcends the historical prediction of the
'Thucydides Trap.' It provides the appropriate views on interests and values for equal
communication and friendly cooperation among countries. Continuously paying
attention to new developments in the concept of win)win diplomacy in the new era, as
well as new trends in the international situation, is of great practical significance for
research on this topic.

The diplomatic concept of win)win cooperation in the new era is a crystallization of
the wisdom of the Communist Party of China and the people of all ethnic groups across
the country. It is a key part of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era and also represents a scientific worldview and
methodology. The world today is undergoing unprecedented major changes, and the
diplomatic concept of win)win cooperation arising under these circumstances provides
countries with new ways to strengthen friendly relations, deepen mutual trust, and
resolve various crises. Over time, China’s diplomatic philosophy continues to undergo
historical scrutiny. Regardless of the direction the future takes, it must always remain
within the broader context of harmonious coexistence among humanity and global
peace and stability. Only if countries unite, work together to reach broad consensus, and
engage in close cooperation can the world become better. Therefore, the diplomatic
concept of win)win cooperation in the new era is not only characterized by Chinese
features but also has global influence.
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